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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 14, 15, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "and/or" is not clear. The examiner suggests that "and/or" should be 
changed to either - - and - - or - - or- -. 

For examining purpose, the examiner assumes that "and/or" has been changed 
to - -and- -. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 12, 15, 16, 18, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Houde et al. (US-5,978,678). 



States. 



• 
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Regarding claim 1 , Houde et al. disclose in figure 1 , a method for providing 
cellular telephone service in the U.S. (second country) to and from outside the U.S. (first 
country), said method comprising: 

a) bringing into the U.S. (second country) a phone (16(1)) programmed with one 
of a plurality of U.S. cell phone numbers which were obtained in bulk (col. 4^, lines 14- 



b) providing dedicated switching equipment in the U.S. (second country) (fig. 1, 
box 34 and col. 3, lines 40-67); and 

c) routing all international calls from the phone brought into the U.S. (second 
country) through the dedicated switching equipment (col. 4, lines 52-67). 

Regarding claim 2, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 , further comprising: 

d) routing all domestic calls to/from the phone brought into the U.S. (second 
country) through the existing U.S. cell phone network (col. 4, lines 52-67). 

Regarding claim 6, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 , further comprising: 

d) notifying the dedicated switching equipment when the phone is brought into 
the U.S. (second country) (col. 2, lines 21-55). 



27); 
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Regarding claim 7, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 6, further comprising: 

e) notifying the dedicated switching equipment when the phone is taken out of 
the U.S. (second country) (col. 2, lines 21-55 and col. 4, line 27-col. 6, line 53). 

Regarding claim 12, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 , further comprising: 

d) obtaining the plurality of U.S. cell phone numbers in bulk (col. 2, lines 33-55). 

Regarding claim 15, Houde et al. disclose in figure 1, an apparatus (16(1)) for 
providing cellular telephone service in the U.S. (second country) to and from outside the 
U.S. (first country), said apparatus comprising: 

a) a cellular phone (16(1 )) programmed with one of a plurality of U.S. cell phone 
numbers (col. 4, lines 14-27) which were purchased in bulk; 

b) dedicated switching equipment in the U.S. (fig. 1, box 34 and col. 3, line 40- 
col. 4, line 67); and 

c) means for routing all international calls to/from the phoned brought into the 
U.S. through the dedicated switching equipment (col. 4, lines 52-67). 

Regarding claim 16, Houde et al. disclose an apparatus as recited in the rejection 
of claim 15, further comprising: 
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d) means for routing all domestic calls to/from the cellular phone through the 
existing U.S. cell phone network (col. 4, lines 52-67). 

Regarding claim 18, Houde et al. disclose in figure 1, a method for providing 
cellular telephone service in the U.S. (second country) to and from outside the U.S. (first 
country), said method comprising: 

a) providing a dedicated switch (34) in the U.S. (second country) for carrying 
calls to outside the U.S. (first country) (fig. 1 , box 34 and col. 3, line 40-col. 4, line 67); 
and 

b) providing a cell phone pre-programmed to direct all international calls through 
the dedicated switch (col. 6, lines 5-60). 

Regarding claim 19, Houde et al. disclose in figure 1 , a method for providing 
cellular telephone service in the U.S. (second country) to and from outside the U.S. (first 
country), said method comprising: 

a) providing a dedicated switch in the U.S. for carrying calls to outside the U.S. 
(fig. 1 , box 34 and col. 3, line 40-col. 4, line 67); 

b) providing a cell phone with a U.S. phone number (col. 2, lines 21-55 and col. 
4, lines 14-27); 

c) automatically routing all international from the cell phone through the 
dedicated switch (col. 3, line 40-col. 4, line 67); and 
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d) automatically routing all domestic calls to/from the cell phone through the U.S. 
cell phone network (col. 3, line 40-col. 4, line 67). 

Regarding claim 20, Houde et al. disclose in figure 1, a method for providing 
international cellular telephone service in the U.S. (second country), said method 
comprising: 

a) providing a cell phone with a U.S. phone number (col. 2, lines 21-55 and col. 
4, lines 14-27); and 

b) receiving at the cell phone with the U.S. phone number a call destined for a 
cell phone with a non-U. S. number (col. 3, line 40-col. 4, line 67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 13 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Houde et al. 

Regarding claim 4, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 . But, Houde et al. do not particularly disclose wherein: said step of routing 
includes routing all calls to numbers that start with zero. However, the examiner takes 
official notice that it is well known in the art for a switching equipment to rout all calls to 
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numbers that start with any desired digit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Houde et al. by specifically having said step of routing includes routing all calls to 
numbers that start with zero for purpose of making the call process faster and more 
reliable in order to improve the quality of the wireless communications service. 

Regarding claim 13, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 . But, Houde et al. do not particularly disclose wherein: said phone is a part of a 
bulk purchase of phones. However, the examiner takes official notice that it is well 
known in the art for a wireless telecommunication system to serve a large number of 
phones. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Houde et al. by specifically having 
said phone being a part of a bulk purchase of phones for purpose of offering the 
wireless telecommunication system of capability to serve a large number of cellular 
telephone users in order to increase the profitability. 

Regarding claim 21, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 20. But, Houde et al. fail to expressly show wherein: said providing includes 
renting the cell phone to a traveler to the U.S. from a foreign country. However, the 
examiner takes official notice that it is well known in the art for renting the cell phone to 
a traveler to one country from another country. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method 
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of Houde et al. by specifically renting the cell phone to a traveler to the U.S. from a 
foreign country for purpose of offering the traveler to use the cell phone with the most 
economical method. 

5. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Houde et al. in view of Seiderman (US-5,850,599). 

Regarding claim 3, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 . But, Houde et al. do not particularly disclose wherein: said step of routing 
includes programming the phone to speed dial the dedicated switching equipment. 

However in analogous art, Seiderman teaches wherein: said step of routing 
includes programming the phone to speed dial the dedicated switching equipment (col. 
10, lines 18-50). Since, Houde et al. and Seiderman are related to portable cellular 
telephone; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Houde et al. by specifically having 
step of routing includes programming the phone to speed dial the dedicated switching 
equipment as taught by Seiderman for purpose of speeding up the call process in order 
to improve the quality and reliability of portable cellular telephone. 

Regarding claim 5, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 . But, Houde et al. fail to expressly show the method further comprising: d) 
creating billing information based on Caller ID data acquired at the dedicated switching 
equipment. However, Seiderman teaches creating billing information based on Caller ID 



Application/Control Number: 09/994,029 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2685 

data acquired at the dedicated switching equipment (col. 10, lines 54-67). Since, Houde 
et al. and Seiderman are related to wireless telecommunication service; therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the method of Houde et al. by specifically creating billing information 
based on Caller ID data acquired at the dedicated switching equipment as taught by 
Seiderman for purpose of speeding up the billing process in order to improve the quality 
and reliability of wireless telecommunication service. 

6. Claims 8, 9, 14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Houde et al. in view of Huotari (US-6,341,221). 

Regarding claim 8, Houde et al. disclose a method as recited in the rejection of 
claim 1 . Houde et al. disclose the method further comprising: d) associating a non-U. S. 
telephone number with the phone number of the phone brought into the U.S. (col. 2, 
lines 22-55 and col. 4, lines 14-27). But, Houde et al. do not particularly show the 
method comprising: e) forwarding calls to the non-U. S. phone number to the phone 
number of the phone brought into the U.S. 

However in analogous art, Huotari teaches forwarding calls to the non-U. S. 
phone number to the phone number of the phone brought into the U.S. (col. 4, lines 52- 
64). Since, Houde et al. and Huotari are related to wireless telecommunication service; 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of Houde et al. by specifically forwarding calls 
to the non-U. S. phone number to the phone number of the phone brought into the U.S. 
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as taught by Huotari for purpose of enhancing the quality of wireless telecommunication 
service. 

Regarding claim 9, Houde et al. and Huotari disclose a method as recited in the 
rejection of claim 8. Huotari teaches the method further comprising: 

f) providing dedicated switching equipment outside the U.S., wherein said step of 
forwarding includes routing calls through the dedicated switching equipment (fig. 1, box 
SCP and col. 4, lines 52-64) outside the U.S. 

Regarding claim 14, Houde et al. disclose in figure 1, a method of providing 
cellular telephone service in the U.S. to and from outside the U.S., said method 
comprising: 

a) providing a cellular telephone (1 6(1 )) to a traveler from outside the U.S. 
(second country), the cellular telephone programmed with a U.S. cell phone number 
(col. 2, lines 21-55 and col. 4, lines 14-27); and 

b) calling a dedicated switch (34) in the U.S. (second country), said switch 
adapted to communicate with a telephone company outside the U.S. (first country). 

But, Houde et al. do not particularly show said switch adapted to communicate 
with a telephone company outside the U.S. (first country) to effect forwarding of 
telephone calls from a non-U. S. telephone number to the U.S. cell phone number. 

However, Huotari teaches forwarding of telephone calls from a non-U. S. 
telephone number to the U.S. cell phone number (col. 4, lines 52-64). Since, Houde et 
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al. and Huotari are related to wireless telecommunication service; therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the method of Houde et al. by specifically forwarding of telephone calls from a 
non-U. S. telephone number to the U.S. cell phone number as taught by Huotari for 
purpose of enhancing the quality of wireless telecommunication service. 

Regarding claim 17, Houde et al. disclose an apparatus as recited in the rejection 
of claim 15. Houde et al. disclose the apparatus further comprising: d) means for 
associating a non-U. S. telephone number with the phone number of the phone brought 
into the U.S. (col. 2, lines 22-55 and col. 4, lines 14-27). But, Houde et al. fail to 
explicitly show the method comprising: e) means for forwarding calls to the non-U. S. 
phone number to the phone number of the phone brought into the U.S. 

However, Huotari teaches means for forwarding calls to the non-U. S. phone 
number to the phone number of the phone brought into the U.S. (col. 4, lines 52-64). 
Since, Houde et al. and Huotari are related to wireless telecommunication service; 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the apparatus of Houde et al. by specifically having 
means for forwarding calls to the non-U. S. phone number to the phone number of the 
phone brought into the U.S. as taught by Huotari for purpose of enhancing the quality of 
wireless telecommunication service. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 10, 11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Lee (US-6,006,094) discloses method for routing an international call. 

b) Hammer et al. (US-2003/01 66403) disclose international Temporary Local 



Directory Number Translaor. 

c) Laster (US-6,308,070) discloses remote origination of telephone calls. 

d) Dennis (US-6, 542,733) discloses telephone dialing capabilities. 

e) Rogers (US-6,360,108) discloses automatic prepending of digits in a 
wireless communication device. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 703-305-9007. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Urban F Edward can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Phan, Huy Q AU: 2685 Date : May 27, 2004 
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